
www.gonaturepositive.eu
info@gonaturepositive.eu

Framing the 
Nature-Positive 

Economy

mailto:info@gonaturepositive.eu


Comparing Economic Concepts

Operationalizing the NPE

Actions Needed

Growth Within Planetary Boundaries

Measuring Progress

Page 6

Page 5

Page 8

Page 7

Page 9

What is a Nature-Positive Economy? Page 4

Methodology & Approach Page 3



Defining the Nature-Positive Economy - Approach
A knowledge co-production process



What is a Nature-Positive Economy?

An economy is a 
Nature-Positive Economy 
when the net result of 
all economic activities 
combined leads to an 
absolute increase in nature, 
to the point of full recovery, 
and prosperity for all 
of society.

Key message 1



The NPE closely 
aligns with core ideas 
of the bioeconomy, 
circular economy, 
green economy, and 
net-zero economy, 
with a focus on 
biophysical limits, 
nature recovery, and 
social well-being. 

How does the Nature-Positive Economy compare to other 
economic concepts?
Key message 2



How to operationalise the Nature-Positive Economy? 

Through 5 key 
elements: 
Actors take action 
across multiple scales 
and sectors to improve 
social well-being and 
equity.

Key message 3



What actions are needed in a Nature-Positive Economy? 
Key message 3



• While the nature crisis exposes significant 
dependencies, impacts, and risks, the NPE also 
presents opportunities for innovation and 
nature-positive growth. 

• Investing in nature-based solutions could create up 
to 32 million new jobs by 2030.

• Nature-based solutions and nature-based 
enterprises offer important pathways towards a 
NPE.  

• A whole of society approach, grounded in respect 
for human rights, is needed to achieve the 
Nature-Positive Economy. 

In a nature-positive economy, economic growth 
may occur in industry sectors and activities that 
are well aligned with planetary boundaries. 
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It is essential to measure progress 
towards the nature-positive economy.

• Nature metrics often focus on biodiversity alone. 
In a NPE, social and economic metrics are also 
needed to reflect drivers of nature loss, and to 
measure progress on social wellbeing. 

• A whole-of-society approach means assessing the 
contributions of each actor.

• The Nature-Positive Economy framework 
complements existing metrics and enables actors to 
identify the most suitable approach for assessing 
their contribution.  

• Top-down scanning of nature, social, and economic 
metrics.
Bottom-up ground truthing of locally relevant 
metrics for each actor.

Key message 5
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